&1  families two weeks to move their

'Ridge development laws

WINSTON-SALEM (AP)
State and local laws strictly regu-
lating — and in some cases ban-
ning — mountain ridge develop-
ment took effect f
Sunday, but the §
debate over the %
legality and wis- §
dom of the limits §
rageson. o

The Mountain §
Ridge Protection |
Act ‘‘'sends a
message to the
world that North
Carolina is going
to protect its nat-

Thomas
ural beauty and its natural as-
sets,” said Hugh Morton, owner of
Grandfather Mountain and head of
a coalition that lobbied for the law.

But James Ring, former presi-
dent of the N.C. Home Builders As-
sociation, says the law is ““pasical-
1y an ill-conceived notion that the
Legislature was remiss in passing
and didn’t know what they were
talking about.”

The law was approved by the
General. Assembly July 5 after
months of haggling. It required the
24 mountain counties with at least
one ridge exceeding 3,000 feet
above sea level to adopt their own
ridge ordinances,. submit to state
regulation or call a referendum to
decide whether to protect ridges —
the top 100 feet of mountains.
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WINSTON-SALEM AP — A
mobile home park, at which raw
sewage has been found atop the
ground, is peing closed, glving 48
dwellings or' find new housing,
health officials say.

The Forsyth County Board of

‘ Health Thursday rejected an ap-

nool to let the Lakeview Mobile

osing mo

ﬁé aﬁd his brother would have “to
fet the park go.””

Websters since

 the sewage systems were malfunc- -
tioning. Several attempts to repair’
them failed. '

Eleven other counties — those
with ridges at least 500 feet above
adjacent valleys but less than 3,000
feet above sea level — were given
the authority to adopt ordinances
to protect the ridges.

The law came largely in re-
sponse to construction of the 10-
story Sugar Top Condominiums
atop Little Sugar Mountain in Av-
ery County. Critics denounced the
building as an eyesone and urged
the Legislature to make sure it
wouldn’t be imitated.

State Sen. R.P. “Bo” Thomas,
D-Henderson, who led' supporters
of the ridge law, said “unscrupu-
lous speculators’” wanted to spoil
the mountains in pursuit of fast
money.

“We have thousands of people

who love these mountains and sup--

port second-home development
but don’t want to see the moun-
tains pillaged by speculators who
have a lot of grease, a lot of mouth
and a lot of money,” said Thomas.

Ring, however, said the law was
flawed because it didn’t clearly de-
fine ridge.

“There are ridges on top of
ridges, and who’s to say where
you're supposed to measure the
elevation from along the valley
floor?” he said. *“The whole thing
is just basically ill-conceived, and
it's probably. going to take some
court cases to square the mess. I
certainly think so.” ‘
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“County officials have told the
ot October 1982 that

“The board’s ruling was a blow to:

‘tenants.

«1-love this. park. It's a quiek-
’® 4 we never have any!

1o

" mobile home

Nn+o 1-2-8

take effect

For counties with a local ordi-
nance, the building prohibition is
tempered by a system of permits.
Counties had the choice of drop-
ping the 3,000-foot requirement
and protecting all ridges that rise
500 feet above adjacent valleys.

The optional provisions left the
door open for county commission-
ers to model their own ordinance
to fit their local needs, said Rep.
David Diamont, D-Surry.

«“We knew that for it to really
work, the counties would have to
pick up on their needs,” he said
last week. “The ridge law provid-
ed the motivation, the catalyst, for
counties to take a good look at
their own situation. I feel we were
successful.”

bile home park

ried about raising the $1,000 they

say would be needed to move thei
and get utilities

hooked up. : _
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DANVILLE — If 2 pipeline i8 con-
structed between Lake Gaston and
Virginia Beach, North Carolina may
retaliate Dy piping water from the
Dan River 1o Greensboro, some Vir-
ginians fear.

MNorth Carolina has strongly criti-
cized the plan 1o build - an 84.5-mile
pipeline from Lake Gasten 10 the Vir-
ginia resort city. Gov. Jim Hunt,

- gaying the pipeline could harm the
lake’s environment, has threatened a
lawsuit to block it.

Officials of Danville, jocated just
across the North Carolina border,
also oppose the pipeline out of fear
that it could create 2 precedent for
additional interbasin water transfers
out of the Roanoke River gystem.

The Dan River is Danville's only
water source. Greensboro’s proposal
to withdraw water upstreamn, where
the Dan River dips into North Caroli-
na, could jeopardize Danville’s water
supply and £Conomic development

" - potential, said City Manager Frank
Church. :

Danville
est amount,
noke River

_for opposing the Lake

. line. : _

. U.;North-(:arelina now has-a_prohibi-

fion against interbasin transfers,

. which has led Greenshoro 10 seek a

meore costly alternative water source,

Greensboro City Manager Tom Os-
bourne said.

But that alternative, construction

_ of the Randleman dam and lake on

_the Deep River in Randolph County
south . of Csreensboro,. has been held
up in washington by North Carolina
Sens. Jesse Helms and John East,
Osbourne said.

The $120 million Randleman pro-
ject, which would also serve Guilford
and Randolph counties and the city

. of High Point, would cost Greensboro

T $32—rmmion. B
R . withdrawal from the Dan River
in Rockingham County just north of

Greensboro would serve only Greens-

toro but would cost between $5 mil-

e lion.and $10 million, Osbourne said.

‘“jp's the cheapest way 1o go,” he
said. ‘“We would solve our problem,
SAC. T inac mnt solve the probiem

has contributed the larg-
about $6,000, to the Roa-

Basin Association’s fund
Gaston pipe-
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WINSTON M that Jobbied for the law. ridge ordinances, submit

) — State and local But James RiDg, former to state regulation, or

laws strictly regulating— resident of the N.C. a referendum to decide :
and in some banning I1)-lorn¢e Builders Assocta- whether t0 protect ridges ‘
~_ mountain ridge develop- tion, says the law is “Dasi- —the top 100 feet of !
ment took effect gunday, callyan ill-conceived no- mountains. ]

Ridge Law Takes Eﬁect’ -

but the debate over the.le- tion that the Legisiature  Eleven other counties—
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and its patural assets,” 24 mountain counties wi

said Hugh Morton, owner

of Grandfather Mountain ing 3000 feet above sea
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night, officials said Frigay. After that,

The law came 1argely in

ridge exceed /
response 10 construction

very
County. Critics ge ced
the building as an eyeso
4 urged the jslature
{o make Sure it wouldn't
pe imitated. _
state Sen. R.P. “Bo”

Thomas, p-Henderson,
who led supporters of the
ridge 1aw, said “unscrupu
lous speculators" wante
to spoil the mountains in
ursuit of fast money..
Ring, howevel, said the
law was flawed because it

About 250 people who _ didn’t clearly define ridge.

were evacuated after a tanker truck spilled
some 4,000 gallons of a toxic solvent mix-
ture earlier this week returned h i
day night, officials said.

Cleanup of the Thursday morning spill

* surrounding highways openea.
Residents from 15

completed about mid- t
bar- \

e remove and '
d

houses and 20 trailers I\

- Were evacuated after the tanker truck

Pont
1:37 a.m Thursday

Cross shelter,
Nance said.
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The area dug up

collided with a car at
at the intersection of

U.S. T and N.C. 410 in Columbus County.
The collision tore 2 g-inch gash in the truck.

The residents began returning home
about 7 p.m. after having supper
Chadbourn Fi

at a Red

Fire Chief Ed

Bob Jameison, office manager of the De-

Resources I Wilming-

said the contaiminatc. soil heing dug
up will fill about 160 B5-gallon barrels. The

a disposal site in Ker-

nersville 6r an unspecified location in South
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will remain uneovered
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Ridge law takes effect,””

but dispute rumbles on

WINSTON-SALEM (AP) —
State and local laws strictly regulat-
ing — and in some cases banning —
mountain ridge development took
effect over the weekend Sunday,
but the debate over the legality and
wisdom of the limits rages on.

The Mountain Ridge Protection
Act “sends a message to the world
that North Carolina is going to pro-
tect its natural beauty and its natu-
ral assets,” said Hugh Morton,
owner of Grandfather Mountain and
head of a coalition that lobbied for
the law.

But James Ring, former presi-
dent of the N.C. Home Builders
Association, says the law is “basi-
cally an ill-conceived notion that the
legislature was remiss in passing
and didn't know what they were
talking about.”

The law was approved by the
General Assembly on July 5 after
months of haggling. It required the
24 mountain counties with at least
one ridge exceeding 3,000 feet
above sea ievel to adopt-their own
ridge ordinances, submit to state
regulation, or call a referendum to
decide whether to protect ridges —
the top 100 feet of mountains.

Eleven other counties — those
with ridges at least 500 feet above
adjacent valleys but less than 3,000
feet above sea level — were given
the authoriy to adopt ordinances to

&

protect the ridges.

The lsw came largely in response
to construction of the 10-story Sug-
ar Top Condominiums atop Little

Mountain in Avery County.
Crities denounced the building as an
evesore and urged the legislature to
make sure it wouldn’t be imitated.

State Sen. R.P. (Bo} Thomas, D-
Henderson, who led supporters of
the ridge law, said “unscrupulous
speculators” wanted to spoil the
mountains in pursuit of fast money.

“We have thousands of people
who love these mountains and sup-
port second-home development but
don’t want to see the mountains pil-
laged by speculators who have a lot
of grease, & lot of mouth and a lot of
meney,” said Thomas.

Ring, however, said the law was
flawed because it didn't clearly de-
fine “ridge.”

“There are ridges on top of ridges
and who's to say where you're sup-

to measure the elevation from
along the valley floor?” he said.
“The whole thing is just basically ill-
conceived and it's probably going to
take some court cases to square the
mess. 1 certainly think so.”

For counties with a local ordi-
nance, the building prohibition is
tempered by a system of permits.
Counties had the choice of dropping
the 3.00(-foot requirement and pro-
teciing all ridges that rise 500 feet
above adjacent valleys.
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